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1st Day – 2nd December 2021 

TIME LECTURE 

Session 1   

09:45 – 10:00 Welcome words 

10:00 – 10:30 Ron Dagan and the poster session for young doctors and residents  

10:30 – 11:00 POSTER Presentation 

11:00 – 11:15 POSTER Presentation 

11:15 – 11:25 Virtual Coffee Break  

Session 2  

11:25 – 11:55 Ron Dagan and the poster session for young doctors and residents 

11:55 – 12:25 POSTER Presentation 

12:25 – 12:55 POSTER Presentation 

12:55 – 13:25 POSTER Presentation 

13:25 – 13:40 POSTER Presentation 

 13:40 – 14:20 Lunch 



 

2nd Day – 3rd of December 2021  

TIME LECTURE 

Session 1  

09:00 – 09:30 Eugen Leibovitz, Israel - Epidemiologic, microbiologic and imaging 
characteristic of UTI in hospitalized children under the age of 2 
diagnosed with anatomic abnormalities of the urinary tract  

09:30 – 10:00 Mark van den Linden, Germany - Pneumococcal situation in Germany 
during the COVID-19 pandemic  

10:00 – 10:30 Cheng Hsu Chiu, Taiwan - Antimicrobial stewardship for pediatric 
patients 

10:30 – 11:00 Shingade Delane, UK - Kawasaki disease 

11:00 – 11:15 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer  

All Faculty 

11:15 – 11:25 Virtual Coffee Break  

Session 2 

11:25 – 11:55 Maria Tsolia, Greece - Microbiological TB diagnosis in children 

11:55 – 12:25 Emmanuel Galanakis, Greece - S. epidermidis in paediatrics  

12:25 – 12:55 Emmanuel Roilides, Greece - Use of new antifungals in children 

12:55 – 13:25 Vana Spoulou, Greece - Management of patients with MIS-C and 
immunological differences with Kawasaki disease 

13:25 – 13:40 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer  

All Faculty 

13:40 – 14:20 Lunch Break 

Session 3 

14:20 – 14:50 Doina Plesca, Romania - Characteristics of SARS-CoV-2 in children 



14:50 – 15:20    Evelina Moraru and Dan Moraru, Romania - Clostridium difficile 
infection at children new insights 

15:20 – 15:50    Alina Murgu and Bogdan Stana, Romania - Mycoplasma infection at 
children and the pandemic 

15:50 – 16:20 Cristian Gheonea, Romania - Viral respiratory infections and 
childhood asthma – revisited 

16:20 – 16:35 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer  

All Faculty 

 

  

 

Day 3 – 4th December 2021 

TIME LECTURE 

Session 1  

09:00 – 09:30 Alexandru Rafila, Romania - Resilience of Romanian health care 
system 

09:30 – 10:00 Pablo Rojo, Spain - Pfizer COVID19 vaccine trial in children 5-11 
year old 

10:00 – 10:30 Jesus Saavedra, Spain - Mononucleosis at children and the role of co-
infection 

10:30 – 11:00 David Greenberg, Israel - COVID-19 vaccine effect at children and 
adolescents. the Israel experience 

11:00 – 11:15 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer  

All Faculty 

11:15 – 11:25 Virtual Coffee Break  

  



 

Session 2 

11:25 – 11:55 Susanna Esposito, Italy - RSV infection at children 

11:55 – 12:25 Serghei Siderenko, Russia - Antimicrobial therapy of pneumococcal 
infection and COVID-19 pandemia 

12:25 – 12:55 Khitam Muhsen, Israel - An update on COVID-19 vaccination from 
Israel: impact and effectiveness of the booster vaccination 

12:55 – 13:25 Shalom Ben Shimol, Israel - Emerging zoonosis 

13:25 – 13:40 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer  

All Faculty 

13:40 – 14:20 Lunch break 

Session 3 

14:20 – 14:50 Javier Diez Domingo, Spain - Life course immunisation 

14:50 – 15:20    Oana Marginean, Romania – Obesity at children the link towards 
MIS-C 

15:20 – 15:50    Tudor Pop, Romania - Liver disease in SARS-CoV-2 infection in 
children 

15:50 – 16:20 Oana Falup-Pecurariu, Romania - The pneumococcus story in Brasov 
area before and during the pandemics 

16:20 – 16:30 Panel Discussion & Moderated Question and Answer. Closing 
remarks. 

All Faculty 

 

 

  



 

  

Short Bio 
& Abstracts 



 

Eugen Leibovitz, Israel 

Dr. Eugene Leibovitz received his medical degree from the Sackler School 
of Medicine, Tel Aviv, Israel and completed in 1989 his residency in 
pediatrics at the Kaplan Medical Center in Rehovot, Israel.   

During 1989-1992 he completed a three-year fellowship in Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases at New York University, New York, NY. Since 1994 

Dr. Leibovitz works as senior physician at the Pediatric Infectious Disease Unit and the Pediatric 
Division of the Soroka University Medical Center of the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer-
Sheva, Israel.  

Dr. Leibovitz has published more than 240 research papers in well-known and highly rated medical 
journals. Dr. Leibovitz's work is primarily in the area of acute otitis media and other respiratory 
infections, the pathogens responsible for these disease states and their resistance to antibiotics, as well 
as their prevention by vaccines. His research includes various topics related the etiology and diagnosis 
of acute otitis media, as well as its appropriate antibiotic treatment, particularly in complicated and 
nonresponsive to treatment cases.  

During the last years, dr. Leibovitz worked and published extensively in the field of diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention of bacteremia in infants and young children as well as the diagnosis and 
management of urinary tract infections in young infants.  

In 2008, dr. Leibovitz received the title of full Professor of Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. During 2008-2016, he acted as director of the Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine Department and during 2016-2018 he was the director of the Pediatric Research 
Unit at the Soroka University Medical Center of the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. Since 2018, 
prof. Leibovitz works a senior physician and infectious disease consultant at the Pediatric Department 
of Barzilai Medical Center in Ashkelon, Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Epidemiologic, microbiologic and imaging characteristics of urinary tract infections in 
hospitalized children < 2 years of age diagnosed with anatomic abnormalities of the urinary tract  

Prof. Eugene Leibovitz, MD 

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Beer-Sheva, Israel 

 

Urinary tract infection (UTI) is a frequent cause of referrals to emergency rooms and hospitalization 
may be needed in 2-3% of cases, particularly in very young patients. A considerable number of medical 
conditions may increase the risk to UTI development, like circumcision status, constipation, stool 
colonization with uropathogens, functional urinary tract diseases, anatomical abnormalities of urinary 
tract leading to obstruction to urinary flow/stasis, systemic diseases and spinal pathologies. 
Vesicoureteral reflux is considered the most common urologic abnormality in childhood and is directly 
connected to risk of development of pyelonephritis during UTI episodes.  

 The diagnostic approach and treatment of UTI in children are directed, in general, by the 
clinical guidelines of the national pediatric associations. The antibiotic therapy is based on local 
epidemiological data on most frequent uropathogens and their resistance to antibiotic drugs. An 
ultrasound (US) examination of the kidneys and the urinary tract is requested in all children <2 years 
of age diagnosed with UTI and a voiding cystourethrogram is recommended in cases with an abnormal 
US. The US examination of the urinary tract during or immediately after an UTI episode is considered 
mandatory, is accompanied by rates of pathological findings diagnosis of 4-38% and is predictive of 
future kidney parenchymal damage. 

 The gram-negative enteric pathogens represent the main etiologic group causing UTI in 
children, with Escherichia coli responsible for 65%-90% of all cases. The distribution of pathogens 
involved in UTI etiology and their susceptibility to antibiotics differ according to various geographic 
areas. In USA, E. coli was recovered in 80% of UTI in children while additional gram-negative or 
gram-positive pathogens like Klebsiella spp., Proteus mirabilis, Enterobacter spp. and Citrobacter spp. 
or Enterococcus spp. and rarely Staphylococcus aureus are isolated in lower percentages. 

 The topic of UTIs among children with anatomical abnormalities of the urinary tract was 
approached in a limited number of studies. We will present the relevant data on the epidemiologic, 
etiologic, microbiologic and imaging characteristics of children hospitalized with UTI associated with 
anatomic abnormalities of the urinary tract. We will report our experience with UTI in our pediatric 
population <2 years diagnosed with anatomic abnormalities and compare this group of patients with 
those without anatomic abnormalities of the urinary tract. 

 



 

Maria Tsolia, Greece 

Maria Tsolia, MD, PhD, is currently Professor and Chair of Paediatrics and 
Paediatric Infectious Diseases at the Second Department of Paediatrics, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA), School of Medicine 
at the P. and A. Kyriakou Children’s Hospital.   

Dr Tsolia graduated from NKUA and was trained in Paediatrics at the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey in Newark, New Jersey, 
USA. She was then trained as a fellow in Paediatric Infectious Diseases at the 

Robert Wood Johnson Medical School in New Brunswick, New Jersey and at Columbia University 
Medical Centre in New York. Since the completion of her training until today she has been working 
for many years at the Second Department of Paediatrics of NKUA and devotes her time to patient 
clinical care, teaching and research. She has served as Board member, Committee member and for two 
terms as Secretary of ESPID. She is vice-President of the Hellenic Society for Paediatric Infectious 
Diseases. She is also a member of the National Committee on Immunization Practices. Dr Tsolia is the 
head of the Unit for Clinical Research in Infectious Diseases in the Second Dept of Paediatrics which 
participates in multicenter clinical trials and also research networks such as the pTBNET, ARPEC, 
GARPEC – PENTA ID and PED-MERMAIDS PENTA ID. Recently, NKUA has been a member of 
PERFORM which is an ambitious Horizon2020 project.  

Dr Tsolia has a special scientific interest in the epidemiology of vaccine preventable infectious 
diseases, respiratory infections and tuberculosis. She has supervised 8 PhD students and currently 
supervises 4 thesis projects. She has been the author or a co-author of over 120 publications in 
international peer-review journals (SCI). She has also authored about 60 publications in Greek 
language including chapters in three books. She co-chairs a 2-year Postgraduate NKUA Diploma in 
Paediatric Infectious Diseases established in 2017. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Emmanuel Galanakis, Greece 

Emmanouil (Manolis) Galanakis, MD PhD(Phil), Professor of Paediatrics, 
University of Crete; Head, Dept of Paediatrics, Heraklion University Hospital; 
Academic Lead, MSc Programme in Vaccines and ID Prevention; 
emmgalan@uoc.gr 

Graduated from the Schools of Medicine, University of Athens (1981) and of 
Philosophy, University of Ioannina (1991), and studied Theology at the University 
of Athens. Doctoral Degree in Medicine (Social Paediatrics) and in Philosophy 

(Ethics). Fellow and Visiting Faculty in Institutions abroad. 

 



 

He has served as full-time clinician in Paediatrics and Infectious Diseases, focused on the promotion 
of child health in vulnerable populations, taught Paediatrics, Infectious Diseases and Medical Ethics 
to undergraduate and postgraduate students, mentored junior colleagues, organised congresses, 
authored books and articles, and performed research on infectious diseases, host's response to infection, 
medical futility and on communicable diseases ethics. Has served in organisations, guideline 
development, multicentre projects, and in national and international Societies and Committees 
including the Boards of the Hellenic and the European Societies for Paediatric Infectious Diseases. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Vana Spoulou, Greece 

Vana Spoulou, MD, MPhil, PhD 
Professor of Paediatric Infectious Diseases 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens & Immunobiology and 
Vaccinology Research Lab 
 
Dr Vana Spoulou is Professor of Paediatric Infectious Diseases at Athens 
University Medical School and Consultant Paediatric Infectious Diseases at 

“Aghia Sophia” Children’s Hospital She has established and is the head of the Immunobiology and 
Vaccinology Research Lab (ΙVRL) at “Aghia Sophia” Children’s Hospital focusing on different 
aspects of vaccine research.   

Prof Spoulou obtained her MPhil in Immunobiology from UCL, London, UK and her PhD from Athens 
University Medical School. In addition to her clinical duties as infectious Diseases Consultant, she is 
responsible for treatment of all Greek ΗΙV infected children and she has established a vaccine 
outpatient clinic for high risk patients. 

Her research activity is focused on the development of novel methods for determination of protective 
vaccine-induced immunity in normal and high-risk groups including measurement of antibody avidity, 
specificity, Ig isotypes, opsonophagocytic and bactericidal antibody activity etc. An important focus 
of her research is the investigation of conjugate vaccine-induced B cell immunological memory by a 
number of novel methods which have been applied in the investigation of vaccine–induced protective 
immunity in children with HIV, children with malignancies, bone marrow transplants and patients with 
Congenital Haemoglobulinopathies  etc. 
Her research is supported by many national and  European research grants. 

An important part of her educational activities is the creation of the website www.Infovac.gr  which 
has established an online daily communication with Greek pediatricians aiming to strengthen their 
knowledge and confidence in vaccines. 

 

 



 

She is member of many scientific societies including  the European Society for Paediatric Infectious 
Diseases (ESPID) and the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infection (ECCMID). She 
is also member of the rotavirus and varicella vaccine Experts groups. Since 2015 she is member of the 
Education Committee of ESPID and codirector of "Wiser Immunizer online course» the online course 
developed by ESPID and  WHO. 

She is author of more that 100 peer-reviewed articles.  

She is co-author of the European Vaccines and Vaccination Textbook. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Doina Plesca, Romania 

Professor of Pediatrics, Director of the Department of Clinical Pediatrics at the 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy "Carol Davila", Faculty of Medicine and 
Head of the Pediatric Clinic of the “Victor Gomoiu” Children's Hospital, 
Bucharest, Romania. I am a primary pediatrician, primary pediatric neurologist 
and pediatric pulmonologist. I am a PhD thesis leader since 2006. 

I have held leading positions (Dean of Faculty of Medicine, hospital manager) 
and have led numerous pediatric medical training programs, organizer of 

scientific events (congresses, conferences, workshops) national and international (Europaediatrics 
Congress, 2017 and 2019). 

I am the author of 12 monographs, author of chapters of pediatric medical publications, also scientific 
coordinator of the pediatric treaty published in 2021 and author and co-author of numerous articles 
published in national and international journals (184).  

I am the Editor-in-chief of the Romanian Journal of Pediatrics and Pediatru.ro and Editorial Manager 
of European Young Researchers at The Journal of Pediatric and Neonatal Individualized Medicine, 
Official Journal of the Italian Romanian Society of Pediatrics. 

At present I am President of the Romanian Society of Pediatrics and President of UMEMPS (Union 
Middle Eastern and Mediterranean Pediatric Societies). Also, I become co-president of the Italian-
Romanian Pediatric Society.  From 2014 until now, I am member of PDCO (Pediatric Scientific 
Committee) in the European Medicines Agency (EMA).  

For several years I have been a member of international scientific societies as well as The American 
Pulmonology Academy (ATS), European Society of Pulmonology (ERS), Member of the Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases Society (ESPIS), member of the European Pediatric Academy (EPA), member of 
the IPA. 

 



 Evelina Moraru, Romania 

Evelina MORARU is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at “Gr. T. Popa” 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy in Iasi, Romania.  

She has graduated from the “Gr. T. Popa” University of Medicine and Pharmacy 
in Iasi, Romania and she got her PhD title from the “Carol Davila” University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy in Bucharest, Romania.  

Along the main specialty as a pediatrician, she is also an allergo-immunologist and 
gastroenterologist, with specialization in hepatology. Among her interests as a clinician there are the 
complex implications of the child immune system in the pathogenesis of various diseases: viral 
hepatitis, metabolic diseases, respiratory disorders, immunological disorders. Her research interests 
include particular immune responses of children in those conditions and also the evolutive 
characteristics of certain conditions in children (liver cirrhosis, steatosis, obesity).  

Evelina MORARU is a member of the Romanian Academy of Medical Sciences. She is the author and 
co-author of several books in the field of Pediatrics and Hepatology and she has also more than 200 
scientific papers published in Romania and in international scientific journals. She is the editor-in-
chief of Pediatru.ro, a well-known romanian journal indexed in several international databases that 
covers all specialties in the field of Pediatrics.  

As a recognition of her complex scientific and research activity she received a few national and 
international awards, among which the Award of Romanian Association for the Study of the Liver for 
Contribution to the Development of Scientific Literature (2006). She is a member of more than 20 
scientific societies both from Romania and abroad. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Alina Murgu, Romania 

Lecturer MD PhD Alina MURGU 

University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Gr. T. Popa ”Iasi, Romania 

"Sf Maria" Clinical Emergency Hospital for Children ,Iasi 

Doctor of Medical Sciences 

Primary  Pediatrician 

Primary  Pediatric Pulmonologist 

Head of Pediatric Pneumology Department Iasi 

Coordinator of the Pediatrics Section of Iasi - of the Romanian Association of Algesiology (AAR) 

Competences: certified pediatric allergology and immunology; general ultrasound; bone densitometry; 
health services management; concerns in pediatric rheumatology 



  

Cristian Gheonea, Romania  

Dr. Cristian Gheonea graduated and then started his academic career at the 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Craiova, where he currently works 
as a professor of Pediatrics and vice-rector. His research activities in the 
healthy and sick child mainly target the fields of pulmonology, HIV/AIDS 
infection, immunology and clinical allergology. He is vice-president of the 
Romanian Society of Pediatrics. In 2014, the Romanian Society of Allergy 

and Clinical Immunology awarded him the "Ervan Seropian" award. 

Viral respiratory infections and childhood asthma – revisited… 

There are direct and complex links between viral respiratory infections and asthma in children.  Thus, 
the dilemma "which was the first: the egg or the hen" goes beyond the mere academic debate and 
presents direct implications for the decision-making process of the practitioner. Much more than 
triggers, viral respiratory infections must be carefully considered when evaluating the asthmatic child 
and personalizing the individual action plan. In the current context of the COVID-19 pandemic, these 
implications gain additional complexity with an impact in the short and medium term. The presentation 
sets out considerations on these issues, from the perspective of the experience lately gained in a 
regional center for children with asthma and their families. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Alexandru Rafila, Romania 

Professor Alexandru Rafila is currently the Chief of Microbiology Department of 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy “Carol Davila” and of the National Institute 
for Infectious Diseases Matei Bals” in Bucharest, Romania. He received his 
medical degree in 1987 and attained a Ph.D degree in Microbiology in 2004. He 
has been a senior specialist in Laboratory Medicine/Microbiology and Public 
Health since 2000. He is also Honorary Personal Adviser of the Minister of Health 

for health policies. 

Dr. Rafila is the elected President of the Romanian Society of Microbiology and has served in central 
administration as Secretary of State for Medical Assistance and Public Health, General Director for 
Public Health and several times as Personal Adviser of the Minister of Health. He is a previous Director 
of the Public Health Institute Bucharest. 

In addition to his standing in his own country, Professor Rafila’s expertise is fully recognized as expert 
for WHO, NATO and European Commission. He was (2014-2017) Member of Standing Committee 
of Regional Office of Europe of WHO and represented Romania in the Management Board of 
ECDC(2009-2014). He was recently elected by World Health Assembly to represent Romania in the 
Management Board of the organization.  



 

Professor Rafila is an active organizer and participant in many national and international medical 
conferences and events on public health and microbiology.  Dr. Rafila has authored articles, manuals, 
book chapters and guidelines for public health and microbiology practice. 

He decisively contributed to the   reestablishment in 2016 of Medical Microbiology as a specialty in 
Romania based on recommendations of UEMS where he represents Romania. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pablo Rojo, Spain 

Pablo Rojo is a Paediatric Infectious Diseases Specialist of Hospital 12 de 
Octubre, Madrid, Spain. He is also Associate Professor of Complutense 
University, Madrid, Spain. He obtained his MD and PhD from 
Complutense University. 

He is now board member of the European Society of Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases (ESPID). He is author and co-author of over 110 peer reviewed scientific articles and book 
chapters. His main research activities are related to pediatric HIV, S. aureus and congenital CMV 
infection. Also very interested in COVID19: both about the acute infection, the associated MISC and 
vaccines in children. 

Related to pediatric HIV, he is technical advisor for Paediatric HIV for Spanish Government, he 
participates in a collaborating project on Paediatric HIV in Equatorial Guinea and has also advised 
WHO in Paediatric HIV treatment in the PAWG and PADO.  

Related to COVID19, he is part of the Spanish Cohort of Children infected with SARS-CoV2 (EPICO), 
also part of the DIAMONDS consortia and the BATS initiative. He participated in the WHO working 
group on the definition of the multisystemic inflammatory syndrome in children (MISC). He has also 
participated in several COVID19 trials on treatment and vaccines. 

Should young children be vaccinated against COVID19? 

From the beginning of the COVID19 pandemic it is known that children get infected similar to adults, 
but that they develop a much milder disease with less hospitalizations and less deaths. But still there 
are a number of children that require hospital admission and some associated deaths occur.  

Several SARS-CoV2 vaccines have been developed in a timely record and have shown in clinical trials 
a fantastic efficacy and low side effects for adults. The vaccines were approved by the European 
Regulatory Agency (EMA) and the European Union has provided the member countries with a 
significant number of vaccines that are being deployed with great success and efficacy in the countries 
in the adult population as well as children over 12 years.  

 



 

The first clinical trials in children less than 12 years old have been performed showing good efficacy 
as well as few side effects. Now the EMA is evaluating the vaccine and will give a response soon. But 
the question remains: with a milder disease in children, should they be vaccinated? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jesus Saavedra Spain 

Medicine degree: Autónoma University of Madrid, 1990. 

Specialist in Pediatrics at 12 de Octubre University Hospital, Madrid, 1992-1995. 
Subespeciality: Infectious Diseases. 

Research Fellow at UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. 1996-1997.  

Clinical Fellow in Pediatric Infectious Disease at UT Southwestern Medical Center 
in Dallas. 1999-2002. 

Doctoral thesis presented on January 2007 at the School of Medicine of the Complutense University 
of Madrid: “Latency and HIV” 

Attending physician in Pediatrics at Fuenlabrada Hospital, Madrid, 2003-2007.  

Attending physician in Pediatrics at Gregorio Marañón Hospital in Madrid, in the Infectious Disease 
Unit, since 2007. 

Assistant Professor in Pediatrics, Complutense University, Madrid, since 2012.  

Investigator and co-investigator in multiple projects and clinical trials, including HIV infection, 
vaccines, viral respiratory infections, tuberculosis, Group A Streptococcus and osteoarticular 
infections.  

Actively working on antibiotic stewardship projects. Collaborator in the Ranin-Kids Network 
supported by PENTA.  

Co-leader of the Spanish ID Networks RioPed and Peisga for the study of osteoarticular infection and 
invasive GAS disease, respectively. 

Author and coauthor of several book chapters and multiple manuscripts. Chair of the Bone and joint 
infection ESPID Guidelines-2017. 

Member of the ESPID board from 2013-2016. 

Co-organizer of the 35th ESPID Conference in Madrid, Spain (2017).  

Co-organizer of an annual Healthcare-associated infection in children course in collaboration with the 
12 Octubre Hospital in Madrid (4 editions). 

 

 



 

David Greenberg, Israel 

David Greenberg is the Chairman of Pediatrics and the director of the Pediatric 
Infectious Disease Unit of the Soroka University Medical Center, Beer-Sheva, 
Israel. He is a Professor of Pediatrics and Infectious Diseases at the Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev, Israel.  Prof. Greenberg obtained his MD degree in 1991 
from the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. He was boarded in Pediatrics in 
1996.  From 1997 to 1999 he performed a fellowship in Pediatric Infectious 
Diseases at the British Columbia Children’s Hospital and University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver B.C. Canada.  Upon his return he joined the department of 

Pediatrics and Pediatric Infectious Disease Unit at the Soroka University Medical Center as a 
pediatrician and consultant in Pediatrics ID. He is also a senior attending pediatrics at the Pediatric 
Department. Prof. Greenberg acts as a pediatric infectious diseases consultant for the southern district 
of the Israel General Health Insurance.   

Prof. Greenberg is a member of the Israel National Vaccine and Infectious Disease Advisory Board 
for the Israeli ministry of health office. Prof. Greenberg was the chairman of the Israeli Pediatric 
Infectious Disease Society 2014-2017. He served as the chairman of the Israel Clinical Pediatrics 
Society from 2007 to 2011. Between 2007-2009, he served as the medical manager of the renowned 
center for severely disabled young adults “ALEH Negev”.  

Prof. Greenberg is the founder and serves as the medical director of several companies, such as 
Advanced Inhalation Therapies-AIT LTd. and ENOX Biopharma and holds several patents in the field 
of diagnostics and treatment of infectious diseases.  On the international level, Prof. Greenberg is a 
member of the WHO’s Pneumonia Vaccine Trial Investigators Group. He was a board member of 
ESPID’s educational committee 2012-2016. Together with European researchers he is a member of 
the community-acquired pneumonia pediatric research initiative consortium (CAP-PRI). He is a 
“Professor Onorific” of Transylvania university of Brasov, Romania. In the last 10 years, Prof. 
Greenberg has received research grants from, acts as a consultant for, and served on scientific boards 
of several large pharmaceutical companies such as MSD, GSK, Pfizer, Astra Zeneca and Abbvie as 
well as with the American Center of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

He has contributed over 200 peer-reviewed articles, review articles and book chapters both in local 
and international scientific publications. 

Dr. Greenberg’s research activities focus on the epidemiology, diagnosis, prevention and treatment of 
respiratory infections and in particular of community-acquired pneumonia; pneumococcal vaccines 
and the spread of antibiotic-resistant pneumococci in the community; invasive infections including 
bacteremia and meningitis; viral respiratory infections and their interaction with bacterial infection in 
community-acquired pneumonia. 

 



 

Khitam Muhsen, Israel 

Dr. Khitam Muhsen is Associate Professor at the Department of Epidemiology and 
Preventive Medicine, School of Public Health at the Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel 
Aviv University, Israel. 
 
She completed her training in epidemiology at Tel Aviv University, and a post-
doctoral fellowship at the Center for Vaccine Development, University of Maryland 
School of Medicine, in the United States.  
  

Prof. Muhsen's main research interest is epidemiology of infectious diseases, enteric diseases and 
vaccines, with emphasis on rotavirus and Helicobacter pylori infection. With the emergence of 
COVID-19, Prof. Muhsen's work focuses on understating the epidemiology and transmission of the 
infection, and the impact of COVID-19 vaccines.      
 
Her research has been supported by competitive awards and grants (e.g., the Council for Higher 
Education, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Israel Science Foundation, Israel-US Binational 
Science Foundation, Ministry of Health, Israel National Institute for Health Policy and Health Services 
Research).  
 
Prof. Muhsen is the author of 90 original articles published in international peer reviewed journals, 
and of other additional scientific publications. 
 

An update on COVID-19 vaccination from Israel: impact and effectiveness of the booster 
vaccination 

Israel was among the first countries that introduced COVID-19 vaccination in December 2020 using 
the BNT162b2 mRNA vaccine given in two doses, three weeks apart. The first COVID-19 
vaccination campaign resulted in high vaccine uptake and effectiveness and led to substantial 
declines in the disease burden. This was followed by re-opening of the economy and back to school 
after prolonged lockdowns and restrictions.  However, towards July 2021, about five-six months 
after the first vaccination campaign COVID-19 incidence and mortality increased again, resulting in 
new wave. This wave included breakthrough infections that occurred among vaccinated people, 
about five months after the recipient of the second vaccine doses, suggesting waning vaccine-
acquired immunity, which coupled with the introduction of the Delta variant to Israel. Given these 
changes, Israel's Ministry of Health recommended the introduction of a booster dose of BNT162b2 
vaccine, being the first country to introduce COVID-19 vaccination. An update on the uptake, impact 
and effectiveness of the booster dose in Israel will presented. 

 

 

 



 

Oana Marginean, Romania 

 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 
 
 
 

 
Nume 
Cristina Oana Marginean, MD PhD 

Titlu științific 

 
Cercetător științific 

CONTACT  
Tg. Mureș, str Gh. Marinescu, nr 38, 504136, Romania 
Tel: +40-723-278543; +40-265-218258, +40-265-211098 
marginean.oana@gmail.com 

AFILIAȚIE INSTITUȚIONALĂ 
Facultatea de Medicină, Universitatea de 
Medicină și Farmacie Targu-Mureș, România 
Societatea Română de Gastroenterologie, 
Hepatologie și Nutriție Pediatrică 
Societatea Europeană pentru Cercetare 
Pediatrică (ESPR) 
Societatea Română de Pediatrie (conducere) 
Societatea Română de Pediatrie Socială 

NAȚIONALITATE                     Română 
VÂRSTĂ                                         50 
SEX                                               Feminin 

 
A. EDUCAȚIE / INSTRUIRE   

 

INSTITUȚIE ȘI LOCAȚIE GRAD AN(i) DOMENIU DE 
STUDIU 

Colegiul Național “Papiu Ilarian” și “Unirea”, 
Tg.-Mureș, România Bacalaureat 1983 - 

1985 
  
 

Matematică-fizică 

Universitatea de Medicină și Farmacie, Facultatea 
de Medicină, Tg.-Mureș, România MD 1987-1993 Medicină 

Universitatea de Medicină și Farmacie, Facultatea 
de Medicină, Tg.-Mureș, România PhD 1995- 1998 Pediatrie 

 
 
Profesor Universitar Habilitat din 2014 - prezent 
Atestat de abilitare și conducător de doctorat 
Prorector Didactic UMFST Tg. Mures 
Vicepreședinte al Societății Române de Pediatrie 
Membru ]n Board-ul European Academy of Paediatrics 
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Obesity in children – a bridge toward post-COVID inflammatory multisystem syndrome   
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Pediatric obesity has recently become a global public health problem. Taking into account that adipose 
tissue has the ability to activate immune cells and to trigger a subclinical inflammation within different 
specific tissues, children with obesity will present an increased risk for cardiovascular diseases. Taking 
into account this process, we might state that an additional infectious or non-infectious inflammatory 
process might lead to life-threatening disorders in children with obesity that already display a sublinical 
inflammation.  

Post-COVID inflammatory multisystem syndrome (PIMS) is a severe condition that occurs within the 
first 4-6 weeks after the onset of COVID-19 even in asymptomatic patients. The most common 
symptoms of PIMS consist of fever, rash, conjunctivitis, gastrointestinal symptoms, peripheral edema, 
cardiovascular and dermatologic or mucocutaneous involvement. The diagnosis of PIMS requires at 
least one of the following: positive serology, antigen or RT-PCR. The multidisciplinary team is 
mandatory for the best outcome of children with PIMS.  

Based on the well-documented complications associated to obesity in children, pediatricians must be 
aware of the major additional risks imposed by COVID-19 pandemic in these patients. Moreover, 
childhood obesity definitely predisposes children to develop severe forms of both acute COVID-19 
and PIMS. 
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the Vaccine Resarch Department of FISABIO in Valencia, Spain. He has 4 
major passions: Family, cooking, vaccines and cycling. From the vaccine 
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different vaccines and diseases in Valencia. At present they are actively involved in the 
postauthorisation surveillance of the potential new coronavirus vaccines. 
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Liver disease in SARS-CoV-2 infection in children 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) infection was initially considered as 
a respiratory disease. In addition to the respiratory manifestations, it should be considered a systemic 
disease also affecting the gastrointestinal system and liver.  

During the last waves of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), there are reports on severe or even 
fatal cases in children associated with extrapulmonary complications. Liver injury has been described 
in infected children. Until now, the mechanism of liver injury is not well understood.  
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Several causes have been suggested, including drug-induced hepatotoxicity, hypoxic-ischemic injury 
associated with respiratory failure, direct damage by the virus through ACE2 receptors or due to the 
hyperinflammatory phase. The liver may be considered as a potential target for SARS-CoV-2 
infections as ACE2 receptor are expressed on cholangiocytes, hepatocytes, hepatic sinusoidal 
endothelium and Kupfer cells, but direct evidence for SARS-CoV-2 hepatotropism is lacking. Liver 
involvement in COVID-19 varies from a mild increase of transaminases to hydrops or even acute liver 
failure. It is not known if the pre-existing liver disease should be considered a risk factor for severe 
disease. Liver transplant recipients should be monitored carefully during SARS-CoV-2 infection as 
there are conflicting reports of disease severity.  

The multi-system inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) has been described as a severe 
presentation of SARS-CoV-2 infection in children. Acute hepatitis was one of the presentation forms 
of MIS-C. Some reports suggested that children with liver involvement may have more significant 
disease.  

Children with COVID-19 are generally less severely affected than adults, but pediatricians should be 
aware of different presentations of infection, including liver involvement with severe evolution. 
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